Too young to go abroad?
年轻的身影依然在国际教育展上穿梭，然而这些学生真的做好了出国留学的准备吗？


MAYBE you are preparing to study abroad, but are you ready for it? Do you have particular goals that you want to achieve? Or are you just following the crowd?

At an overseas education fair (海外教育展), held at the end of February, eager parents and students crowded into Beijing World Trade Centre's Exhibition Hall. It attracted 250 education institutions from more than 20 countries, such as the UK, the US, New Zealand and Australia.

Among the fair's anxious visitors were many young students from middle schools. But, most of these young visitors did not have a clue about what they would be studying, or why they wanted to go abroad in the first place.

Zhao Lingdong, a private middle school student in Beijing, said that he did not know anything about studying abroad, but his parents wanted him to go to the UK. "That's why we are here; but I don't really know what I am supposed to do."

Zhao's situation was echoed throughout the hall. Many middle-aged parents rushed around the fair. But few children rushed with them.

Natasha Todorovic, a lecturer from City University in London, said: "A lot of people ask very general questions. They don't have very specific plans for their study. We want aspiring (有抱负的) students who are truly interested and will make the most of our programme."

It is already hard to get into City University, which ranked (排名) in the top 50 of the Times Good University Guide (泰晤士报名校指南) last year. But Natasha noted they had high requirements for English. "With a comparatively good language background, students will concentrate more on their lessons," she said.

In order to cope with (应对) such demands from colleges abroad, many young students first spend one or two years in overseas high schools — to improve their English language.

Luo Yang, who attended almost two years of high school in Britain, was recently admitted to the University of Cambridge. She said English was vital (至关重要的) because of its wide use all over the world. "Don't expect to work on your English when arriving at your destination (目的地); by that time you will be disoriented (弄糊涂) by the new environment and there will be far more things to do than you can handle."

But Yu Minhong, chairman of the New Oriental Education Group (新东方教育集团), said students are better off waiting to study abroad until they have a specific learning plan. This, he said, is usually after they have finished high school or undergraduate (本科) courses at home. He thought that many parents were irresponsible putting their young children in the hands of overseas education agencies, especially since many have turned out to be fake (假的).

"If you are able to deal with other cultures, to live independently (独立的) — and that includes taking physical care of and making careful decisions for yourself," Fu Bo, an official at the China Education Association for International Exchange (中国国际教育交流协会) said, "then you are ready."
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the crowd: 众人

have a clue about: 对...有所了解

echo v. 产生共鸣
make the most of: 充分利用
comparatively adv. 比较地


concentrate v. 集中注意力
handle v. 处理


agency n. 代理,中介

Life is tough for foreign students远渡重洋只为求学，学校却突然宣布倒闭
THOUSANDS of miles from her home and with no one to turn to, Zhou Sujin just didn't know what to do.

Her school in New Zealand had just announced it had no money left and would shut down on September 5. It was a big shock to the 18-year-old from Wenzhou. She had enjoyed six months at the Modern Age Institute of Learning, one of the largest language schools in the country.

Now she didn't even know if she would get back the 100,000 yuan she had paid in tuition fees (学费). "To make matters worse, I was afraid my student visa (签证) would be removed," she said. This could have resulted in her being sent back to China.
      Six hundred other students were in the same position, 80 per cent of them Chinese.
      Some were even thrown out by their host families because the school hadn't made any payments to them for six weeks.
      The New Zealand Government stepped in on September 8, announcing it would pay up to 500,000 New Zealand dollars (2.41 million yuan) to the host families. This is expected to stop any more students being thrown onto the streets.

Modern Age has six campuses across New Zealand. Trevor Mallard, the country's Minister of Education said that many — but not all — students have been placed with other language schools and will not lose the money they have paid.

In recent years, comparatively low costs and few restrictions (限制) on foreign students have made New Zealand very popular among Chinese who want to study abroad. As many as 36 percent of the country's 82,000 foreign students come from China.

But it is very important to think carefully when choosing a school at which to study.

